that the singer returned for another ballad and
obtained it. Some years later Mr. Cooper was
invited to a tea-party in a near village, when a
young lady, led to the piano for music, began to
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sing, much to the author's disturbing amazement,
" Buffalo Burnt, or the Dreadful Conflagration."
So passed the pleasant vacation days of our
young sailor, whose training before-the-mast en-
abled his father to obtain for him a midship-
man's commission in the United States Navy,
for which James Cooper reported for duty at
New York City, January 12, 1808. At the age
of nineteen he first served aboard the Vesuvius.
Thence he was ordered to Oswego, New York,
to build the brig Oneida for Lake Ontario ser-
vice, and which the spring of 1809 saw launched.
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